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Clothing  questions  have  the  floor  today. .making  over  grown-ups1 
garments  for  children. ..  .mending  moth  holes  in  a  man's  good  suit... what  to  do 
when  a  dress  shrinks  in  washing.    Clothing  specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  have  many  good  ideas  on  all  these  questions. 

The  first  letter-writer  asks;    How  would  you  go  about  making  over  the 
coat  of  a  grown-up  into  clothes  for  a  school  child? 

Well,  the  clothing  specialists  say,  of  course,  the  first  step  is  ripping 
the  old  garment  apart.    Wash  and  press  the  pieces.    Then  treat  the  pieces  as  if 
they  were  so  much  new  material. 

Look  for  a  pattern  that  will  make  the  best  use  of  the  pieces  you  have. 
Sometimes  you  can  only  use  part  of  an  old  dress.    Maybe  you  can  just  make  a 
skirt  or  blouse,  and  use  something  else  to  complete  an  outfit.    For  very  little 
children  you  can  often  make  wash  clothes,  shorts,  trousers,  Jumpers,  bath  robes, 
and  even  playsuits  and  coats,  all  from  the  good  parts  of  othend.se  useless 
garments. 

The  next  question  brings  up  a  familiar  problem. .  .moth  damage.    This  woman 
says:    "I  have  found  some  snail  moth  holes  in  a  light-weight  tweed  coat  of  my 
husband's.    How  can  I  mend  them?" 

The  clothing  specialists  say  you  might  be  able  to  darn  very  small  holes 
so  they  scarcely  show.    Ravel  out  darning  threads  from  some  inside  place  in  the 
wat.    in  darning  woolen  materials  always  use  lengthwise  threads  for  lengthwise 
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darning,  and  crosswise  threads  where  the  treads  run  crosswise.    Of  course  if 
vou  have  a  perfect  match  in  sewing  thread,  you  can  use  it. 

But  if  the  holes  are  a  little  too  large  to  look  well  darned,  or  if  you 
find  several  holes  close  together,  you  might  make  a  better  job  of  mending  with 
a  special  kind  of  patch  put  on  from  the  right  side  of  the  materials.    You  can 
only  make  this  kind  of  patch  on  rather  coarsely  woven  fabrics  like  tweeds, 
because  you  need  to  see  the  threads  plainly  and  separate  them  easily.    And  only 
if  you  can  find  a  large  enough  piece  of  the  same  material  to  patch  with.  The 
threads  in  the  patching  piece  must  run  the  same  way  of  the  goods  as  the  coat. 
Usually  you  can  get  a  piece  from  the  inside  facing  of  the  coat.    You  have  to 
replace  it  with  something  else,  but  that  mend  won't  show. 

First  take  4  pins  and  mark  a  rectangle  or  a  square  around  the  hole  but 
slightly  larger  on  all  four  sides.    This  is  the  size  you  want  the  patch  to  be. 
Next,  clip  one  yarn  running  from  each  pin  to  the  next.    Pull  out  these  four 
yarns,  leaving  the  outline  of  the  patch  you're  going  to  make. 

Now  cut  your  patching  piece,  at  least  an  inch  larger  all  around  than  this 
rectangle.    Hold  the  patching  piece  so  that  the  lengthwise  yams  in  the  patch  run 
the  sane  way  as  the  lengthwise  yarns  in  the  suiting.    Ravel  out  yarns  from  each 
side  of  the  patch  until  it  is  an  exact  fit  for  the  rectangle  made  by  drawing 
the  threads.    Lay  the  patching  piece  on  top  of  the  hole  on  the  right  side  of 
the  material.    Pin  or  baste  it  in  place. 

Next  step  is  done  with  a  small  crocket  hook.    Turn  the  coat  to  the  wrong 
side,  and  use  the  crochet  hook  to  put  the  threads  through  to  the  wrong  side  of 
the  material.    Just  draw  each  thread  through  the  space  left  by  the  pulled  out 
yarns.    Do  this  all  around  until  the  patch  sets  smoothly  over  the  moth  hole. 

Finally,  take  a  fine  needle  and  matching  thread  and  make  little  hemming 
stitches  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  patch  along  the  lines  where  you  pulled  the 
yarns  through.    This  holds  the  threads  and  keeps  the  patch  in  place.    Leave  the 
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ends  of  the  yarns  loosel    Steam-press  the  patch  when  you  have  finished* 

One  more  question  on  saving  clothes.     It's  from  a  woman  who  tried  washing 
a  rayon   dress.    She  writes:    "My  dress  has  shrunk  so  that  it  is  about  two  inches 
short.    The  waist  is  now  too  high  and  the  skirt  is  tight  in  the  hips  as  well  as 
short.    Is  there  anything  I  can  do  with  this  dress  now?" 

You  may  he  ahle  to  stretch  the  skirt  a  little  around  the  hips  if  you  work 
carefully.    The  clothing  specialists  say  to  dampen  the  skirt  lightly,  lay  a 
press  cloth  over  it,  and  pull  very  gently  as  you  press  to  make  the  hip  measure- 
ment right. 

To  lengthen  the  dress  the  clothing  specialists  have  several  suggestions. 
If  the  dress  has  a  matching  "belt,  use  it  to  let  the  skirt  down.    Rip  the  skirt 
and  waist  apart  carefully,  and  sew  each  to  an  edge  of  the  "belt.    Close  the  dress 
at  the  side  as  before.    You  may  have  to  move  the  zipper  if  there  is  one. 

The  second  suggestion  is  in  case  you  haven't  a  matching  belt.    You  might 
insert  a  two-inch  band  of  contrasting  colored  rayon  at  the  waistline.     It  should 
be  about  the  same  weight  as  the  dress  material.    Use  a  little  of  this  material 
to  repeat  the  color  somewhere  else  on  the  dress,    Tor  example,  you  could  make 
a  pocket,  Sr  a  pocket  flap,  and  a  second  collar  over  the  dress  collar,  with 
Batching  cuffs.    Or  bind  the  neck,  collar,  front  edges  and  cuffs  with  the  con- 
trasting material. 

Instead  of  inserting  a  piece  of  goods  at  the  waistline,  you  may  prefer  to 
leave  the  dress  high-waisted,  and  put  a  contrasting  band  on  the  bottom  of  the 
skirt  to  lengthen  it.    Use  a  little  of  the  same  fabric  somewhere  else,  too. 

That  finishes  up  our  questions  and  answers  for  today. 
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